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prevented from gathering into large clumps; they arc thus kept
in a state of uniform dispersion. This fact, and the Brownian
movements just described, keep the particles in a state of per-
manent suspension; they show little or no tendency to settle to
the bottom of the containing vessel
Adsorption. The property of any material to attract and
hold molecules, solid, liquid or gaseous, to its surface, is called
adsorption. The molecules or particles do not penetrate into
the substance or structure of the adsorbing body; adsorption,
therefore, is to be distinguished from absorption. Many col-
loids tend to be adsorbed on the surface of other bodies. They,
in turn, exhibit the property of adsorbing smaller particles to
a pronounced degree which, owing to the small size of the in-
dividual particles, offer in the aggregate an immense surface to
still smaller particles in the dispersion phase. For this reason,
finely ground charcoal and other colloids are most effective
clarifying, decolorizing, or deodorizing agents, the molecules
of the offending material being thus removed from solution*